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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 8, 1994

EIU STUDENTS CHARGED IN PHONY ID CASE
CHARLESTON -- Eleven Eastern Illinois University students
have been charged with altering and unlawfully using Illinois
drivers licenses, Secretary of State George H. Ryan announced
today.
The arrests conclude a three-month investigation led by a
special unit of the Secretary of state's police department.
Seven of the individuals arrested face felony charges for
allegedly altering dozens of ..drivers licenses by changing the
birthdate, a practice designed to help underage

te~ns

purchase

alcohol illegally.
The remaining four were charged with misdemeanors.
"I hope that this case sends a message," Ryan said. "Buying,
selling or making phony drivers licenses is not a prank. It's a
serious crime with serious consequences."
Those arrested could face penalties ranging from 364 days in
jail to 3 years in prison and fines of up to $10,000 if
convicted.
The arrests stemmed from a stop made during a roving DUI
patrol last November by secretary of state police.
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Add 1
After pulling over Patrick Sullivan, a police officer
determined that the date of birth on his drivers license appeared
to have been altered.
From there, investigators were led to the dorm room of
Patrick Bickett and Thomas McNeela where they uncovered enough
evidence to pursue the additional arrests.
"The number one use of fake IDs is for underage kids to buy
alcohol, get drunk and then, chances are, to get behind the wheel
of a car," Ryan said. "Drivers age 16-24 comprise only 16 percent
of licensed drivers in the state, yet they account for 36 percent
of all fatal, alcohol-related crashes. These drivers are killing
themselves and a lot of other people, too."
Ryan said that his office recently launched an initiative

.

intended to make it tougher for minors to drink and drive.
"Operation Straight ID" is designed to help local police, campus
police, bar operators, bouncers and liquor store salespeople
particularly in college communities -- to become experts on
identifying fake IDs.
That effort, combined with the new hologrammed drivers
license, will make it virtually impossible for minors to get
their hands on a fake ID.
Ryan also thanked Coles County State's Attorney Steve
Ferguson, Eastern Illinois University Police Chief Tom Larson,
Coles County Sheriff James Kimball and Charleston Police Chief
Herb Steidinger for their assistance in the investigation.
(more)

Add 2
The public is reminded that criminal charges are not a
judgment of guilt. Under the law, the accused are entitled to a
fair trial.

###
(See attached list.)

COLES COUNTY FAKE ID ARRESTS
CHARGE
1.

Thomas H. McNeela, DOB 12/27/74
Crestwood

2.

*Patrick J. Bickett, DOB 1/29/75
Evergreen '-/...tVI-~-U-1.
CT LZ ...-~dL-tv{
v
-

"

3.

Brian P. Corcoran, DOB 9/25/75
Chicago

"

4.

Timothy C. Moore, DOB 10/1/75
Chicago

"

5.

Peter M. Meaney, DOB 7/17/75
Monee

"

6.

Matthew T. Cismoski, DOB 9/10/74
Oak Lawn

"

7.

Paul H. Veugeler, DOB 11/24/75
Alsip

"

8.

Phillip J. Lazzari, DOB 9/17/75
Mokena

9.

,IRyan A. Marshall, DOB 4/13/75
Frankfort

10.

Julie c. Downs, DOB 10/18/75
Glenview

"

11.

Patrick J. Farrell, DOB 7/31/75
Oak Lawn

"

*Arrest still pending

Unlawful alteration
of drivers license
Class 4 felony
1 count

Unlawful alteration
of drivers license
or permit
Class A misdemeanor
1 count

"

